
Family Life 131
• Pick up Grade sheet on back counter
• Exam #2 Results

§ Average:  84
§ Range:     29 - 100

• Passages Due next week (no foolin’)
• Journal 2 Due 12/5
• Extra Credit Due 12/5
• Tonight

Family Life Stages
§ Dual Worker Family
§ Family Crisis

Age does not protect you from love. But love, to some extent, protects you from age.
Jeanne Moreau

A crisis unmasks everyone. Mason Cooley



Periods of Long-term Marriage

1. Newly married 
2. Early parenthood 
3. Later parenthood
4. Middle age
5. Retirement
6. Widowed singleness



Effects of the Graying of America

• It is no longer necessary to have two 
babies to produce one adult.
• The number of living grandparents is 

greatly increased for children. 
• Marriages potentially can last much longer, 

so more couples experience middle age 
and prolonged retirement together. 



Effects of the Graying of America

• Greater survival advantages for women, 
relative to men, have increased the period 
of widowhood. 
• The number of elderly persons depending 

on middle-aged children is increasing. 
• More methods of care for  infirm, elderly 

persons must be made available.



Middle Age

Middlessence: The second 
adolescence, experienced in 
middle age,usually involving 

reevaluation of one’s life.



Widowhood

• The average age at widowhood is 70 years 
for women and 72.3 years for men.
• There are approximately six times more 

widows than widowers in the United 
States.
• What happens during widowhood?
• Who survives the best—men or women?
• What is the best solution?



The Grandparenting Role 

• Individuals may now spend up to half their lives as 
grandparents.

• For some, fulfilling the role of grandparent can bring back 
the joys and satisfactions of their own early family life.

• It is quite possible today for grandparenting to be longer 
than the period in which one’s own children were at 
home.

• More and more grandparents are raising grandkids
• Implications



Retirement

• What considerations must we make?
§ Financial?
§ What do we do with our time?
§ Funeral Arrangements?



Small Group Exercise

• What factors must we consider if a two 
worker family needs child care?



Dual Worker Family

• Is it worth it?
§ Financially
§ Is it good for children? 

• Who works at home too?
• How does it affect the couple?


